oi the equipment could hook i t .-. r,o pj 1 j. i i_ apart.  Tne mi rj^r <
v-ire in close proximity to thi.1: conciition (P-3 at lfc-20).  1 'ho
equipment in the drift was 15 feet long by 5 feet wide (P-3 at
19) .

If an accident occurred it would affect the entire mine.
The condition was corrected within the time specified by the
citation (P-3 at 24 ).

Rebuttal Witness Preston Hunt testified that he has been an
electrician for 49 years.  He possesses considerable electrical
experience (Tr. 262-264).

Rendon issued this citation because Witness Hunt, at the
time, was not a duly authorized representative of the Secretary
(Tr. 264).

The outside diameter of the cable was 1 and 1/2 inches and
the splices were of lesser thickness.  The smallest diameter was
three-quarters of an inch (Tr. 266; Exhibit P-4).

Bayless had used SCOTCHGUARD, a pliable taping material, to
fill in a proper splice (Tr. 267).

Baylessr at Jones' request, took the splice apart and found
there was insufficient insulation.  A minimal impact could
penetrate the wires and cause a short or a ground (Tr. 268).

The conductors in the cable were three No. 8 wires protected
by a neoprene cover.  It was 600 volts phase to phase.  These
splices would not be acceptable to a certified electrician.  Here
there was a loss of mechanical protection.  With the loss of such
protection the splices can pull apart (Tr. 270).

Respondent's evidence consisted of witnesses Hanson Bayless
and Wendell Jones. The splices, in Bayless' opinion, were not
defective*  Initially, a split bolt connector is used to hold the
two wires together.  Insulating compound then covered the wires.
Each wire is wrapped with electrical tape and all three wires are
taped together.  After wrapping the electrical wires in the
splice the cable would be thinner than the original cable because
the fiber cords had been cut away.  Jones had seen qualified
electricians make splices in this fashion (Tr. 223-227, 236,
237) .

A dispute exists as to who unwrapped the splice.  Hunt
claimed that Bayless unwrapped it.  But Bayless specifically
denied that he did so (Tr. 282, 286).

Discussion

On this citation I credit the testimony of MSHA witness Hunt
He has 49 years of extensive experience as an electrician.  It is

2670s objections are overruled.
